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Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
I hope you are all safe, well, and looking forward to the new school year. After nearly six months, 

we are all delighted to be able to welcome all pupils back to school this term. 

 
I recognise that many parents and carers will have some anxieties and worries about school 

reopening for all pupils after such a long period of time. I wish to reassure parents and carers that 
the school leadership team, governing body and local authority have been working diligently to 

ensure that when school opens fully, all risks are minimised, whilst acknowledging that we cannot 

negate them entirely. On the school website, there is a document that outlines all protocols and 
procedures relating to the full opening of school. 

 
The timeline for pupils returning to school will be as follows: 

 
Tuesday 1st September: Staff inset day 

Wednesday 2nd September: Staff inset day 

Thursday 3rd September: Pupils in years 1, 3 and 5 only will return to school 
Friday 4th September: Pupils in years 2, 4, and 6 only will return to school 

 
 

On Monday 7th September, pupils in years 1 – 6 will return to school full time. Pupils in nursery and 

reception will begin a part time return to school on a phased basis including stay and play sessions.  
 

Breakfast club will be available from Monday 7th September. Unfortunately, afterschool clubs will not 
be available during the month of September. 

 

School will reopen for five days per week; there will no longer be a requirement for parents to collect 
pupils at lunchtime on Fridays. 

 
Due to the protective measures we are putting in place at school to keep everyone safe, some aspects 

of school life will be different.  
 

Staggered Starts 

 
The start and end time of school will vary for each year group bubble as will the location at which 

they are dropped off and collected from: 
 

Nursery: 9am – 3.30pm – EYFS outdoor learning (entry via Burford Road) 

Reception: 8.30am – 3pm - The playground next to the EYFS unit (entry via Burford Road) 
Year 1: 8.45am – 3.15pm – KS2 playground (entry via College Road) 

Year 2: 8:45am – 3.15pm – Year 2 playground (entry via Burford Road) 
Year 3: 8.45am – 3.15pm – KS2 playground (entry via College Road) 

Year 4: 8.30am – 3pm – KS2 playground (entry via College Road) 
Year 5: 9.00am – 3.30pm – K2 playground (entry via College Road) 

Year 6: 8.30am – 3pm - K2 playground (entry via College Road) 
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In deciding upon the start/finish times, we have analysed siblings across school. We recognise this 
system will be difficult for some families with multiple siblings who have different start/finish times. 

To support parents and carers, school will be offering parents the opportunity to drop off all your 
children in one go. For pupils not starting school at the time parents and carers drop off their first 

child, we will provide the opportunity for siblings to be dropped off in the main hall. Entry to the hall 

will be available from both the main playground side of the school and the Burford Road side of the 
school. At the end of the school day there will also be the opportunity for you to collect all your 

children at once at the time your last child completes the school day. 
 

Parents are encouraged to walk to school where possible and only one parent will be permitted on 

the school grounds. If pupils cycle or scooter to school, then they are to use bike racks to lock their 
bike/scooter securely. An adult will supervise these areas and they will ensure pupils in different 

bubbles remain socially distant. We would encourage older pupils to walk or cycle to school on their 
own where this is appropriate. 

 
Staggering entrance/collection will ensure that the adults and pupils on site can distance 

appropriately and it will reduce the risk of pupils coming in to contact with pupils from other bubbles. 

 
Bubbles 

 
The purpose of ‘bubbles’ is to minimise contacts and mixing between people, reducing the 

transmission of coronavirus. At St Margaret’s we will do everything we can to maintain this whilst still 

delivering a broad and balanced curriculum. Within bubbles, pupils and adults must also take 
measures to distance themselves where at all possible. There has been recognition from the DfE that 

it is no always possible, that pupils can distance themselves from staff or from each other. Bubbles 
provide an additional protective measure and they make it quicker and easier to identify those who 

need to self-isolate because of a positive test result. In order for school to offer the best support for 

our pupils, bubbles will need to be in year groups.  
 

Attendance 
 

From September, it is vital for all pupils to return to school to minimise as far as possible the longer-
term impact of the pandemic on pupils’ education, wellbeing and wider development. School 

attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the autumn term. If parents of 

pupils are concerned, we will provide an opportunity to discuss the safety at school and the 
procedures in place in an attempt to provide reassurance – this could be via a telephone call or a 

zoom meeting. 
 

Wrap Around Care 

 
Breakfast club will be open from Monday 7th September. Breakfast club will open at 8am. If you 

would like your child to attend, you must book a place in advance - it will not be possible to turn up 
on the day. This will allow us to ensure there are adequate levels of staffing.  

 
After school clubs will not take place during the month of September. Our intention is to start after 

school clubs as soon as possible once we have successfully reintegrated all pupils into school. Our 

aim long term is offer a much enhanced wrap around care provision and I will outline our plans in 
more detail in due course. 
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Displaying the symptoms of COVID-19 
 

If a member of staff, pupil, parent or any other adult show symptoms of COVID-19 or they have tested 
positive within the last 7 days, they are not to attend school. The symptoms of covid-19 are: 

 A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 

need to measure your temperature). 

 A new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you have noticed you cannot 

smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

If a pupil in the setting becomes unwell, the existing guidelines will be followed i.e. the pupil will be 
removed to a designated isolated space where they can be monitored and supported until they are 

collected by their parents or carers. The pupil should then be tested for coronavirus. If the test is 

negative the pupil can return to the setting assuming they are well enough. If the test is positive, all 
pupils and adults within that group should self-isolate for 14 days and not attend school. 

 
Hand Hygiene 

 

To help prevent the spread of COVID-19 hand hygiene will be vital. To facilitate good hand hygiene, 
adults and pupils are to wash their hands on the following occasions: 

- Entry to school 

- Before/after break times 

- Before lunch 

- When they change rooms 

- Before leaving school 

- Anytime that they visit the toilet or cough/sneeze in to their hands.  

Additional hand sanitisers pumps have been purchased and are stationed in each classroom as well 
as additional hand sanitisers at entry and exit points in school. Hand sanitiser dispensers can also be 

found on stairwells and outside toilets. There are also hand sanitisers at the reception desk for visitors 
and staff upon arrival and the photocopying areas for increased hygiene in the school.  

 

Uniform 
 

From September, school will expect pupils to wear their school uniform. Uniforms do not need to be 
cleaned any more often than usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using methods which are different 

from normal. 

 
I would like to finish this letter by thanking all parents and carers for their support over the last six 

months. All the staff at St Margaret’s cannot wait to see all members of our school community and 
most importantly our pupils returning. I understand that you may have concerns not addressed in 

this letter. If that is the case, please do not hesitate to contact school and we will listen to your 
concerns and do our best to reassure you. 

  

Best wishes, 
 

David Hunter 
Acting Headteacher 


