
Withington Road, Whalley Range 

Manchester M16 8FQ 

Tel 0161 226 2271 

Fax 0161 226 3418 

www.stmargaretsmanchester.co.uk 

Acting Headteacher: David Hunter –d.hunter@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

Acting Deputy Headteacher: Saira Fazal – s.fazal@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
Monday 13th July 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
I am writing to you today as we enter the final week of one of the strangest academic years in the 

history of St Margaret’s.  

 
Almost four months have now passed since school closed to most pupils, and our world has changed 

in so many ways. I wish to thank all connected with St Margaret’s for the way everyone has come 
together and supported each other. In particular, I would like to thank you, the parents and carers, 

for the patience you have shown during the last four months.  

 
I am delighted to be able to announce that in September school will open for five days a week for all 

pupils. I recognise that many parents and carers will have some anxieties and worries about school 
reopening for all pupils after such a long period of time. I wish to reassure parents and carers that 

the school leadership team, governing body and local authority have been working diligently to 
ensure that when school opens fully, all risks are minimised, whilst acknowledging that we cannot 

negate them entirely. Later this week, I will be producing a document that outlines all protocols and 

procedures relating to the full opening of school. 
 

The timeline for pupils returning to school will be as follows: 
 

Tuesday 1st September: Staff inset day 

Wednesday 2nd September: Staff inset day 
Thursday 3rd September: Pupils in years 1, 3 and 5 only will return to school 

Friday 4th September: Pupils in years 2, 4, and 6 only will return to school 
 

On Monday 7th September, pupils in years 1 – 6 will return to school full time. Pupils in nursery and 

reception will begin a part time return to school on a phased basis including stay and play sessions. 
Breakfast club will be available from Monday 7th September. Unfortunately, afterschool clubs will 

not be available during the month of September. 
 

From Monday 14th September, pupils in nursery and reception will begin to return full time. 
 

School will open for five days per week, there will no longer be a requirement for parents to collect 

pupils at lunchtime on Fridays. 
 

In September, when we return to school, there will be some new faces. I am pleased to announce 
that an additional deputy headteacher will be joining school on a year’s secondment – Ann-Marie 

Swain. Ann-Marie has experience of working in schools similar to St Margaret’s and her work will 

focus largely on early years and year 1. The school leadership structure will also change in September 
with the introduction of year group leaders with one member of staff overseeing each year group. 

The pen portraits for the new academic year, which have been added to the school website, introduce 
the year group leaders. We will also be welcoming four new teachers to school; Mr Boulton, Mr Luk, 

Miss Reynolds and Miss Sullivan. 
 

As we come to end of this academic year we will sadly be saying goodbye to three members of staff.  

Mr Fash-Hill, Miss Latus and Miss Newall will be leaving St Margaret’s at the end of this term. During 
the last few months there has been some happier news as Miss Teece, Mrs Morgan and Mrs Ogden 

have all given birth to healthy babies. Miss Lilley is due to give birth any day soon! 
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This week we will marking the end of this academic year. Each class will be holding a zoom meeting 
where pupils and their families will have the opportunity to say goodbye to their existing class teacher 

and teaching assistants and say hello to the new adults who will be working with them next year. On 

Monday, we will be hosting an online graduation ceremony for our year 6 pupils. 
 

In the next few days, parents and carers will receive their child’s end of year report. This year, due 
to the impact of COVID-19 and the enforced school closure in March, reports will be based in most 

cases upon where pupils were working in March. The attainment grading on the report is based on 

where your child was working when school stopped. I understand that some parents and carers are 
concerned that their child will be behind academically. I wish to reassure parents in this area. During 

the autumn term when children return to school, we will assess all pupils. Pupils who we feel require 
additional support will receive catch up programmes.  

 
On Friday, this academic year will come to a close and school will shut over the summer holidays. 

Since the national lockdown was introduced on March 20th, school has remained open every weekday 

throughout this period. I would like to thank staff for their commitment during thia time particularly 
the site manager Mr Vascianna who has opened up the school every day! During the summer 

holidays, school will not be posting work to the school website and I would encourage everyone, 
staff, parents and carers and pupils to enjoy the summer holidays.  

 

As a school I have agreed with the local authority for our school site to be used for community use 
and activities for children and their families. The local authority are currently in the process of 

finalising their plans. Once these plans have been finalised we will post the details on our school 
website and twitter feed. 

 

During the summer holidays, if parents or carers need to contact school, they can do so by emailing 
staff using the following email addresses. Emails will be responded to as soon possible. 

 
Pastoral support – h.shaw@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

 
Wellbeing support – Deborah.Henry@place2b.org.uk 

 

Acting Headteacher – d.hunter@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 
 

Finally I would like to thank you all for your on-going support, kind messages and patience. I look 
forward to seeing you all again in September as pupils return to school. Enjoy the summer break. 

  

Best wishes, 
 

David Hunter 
Acting Headteacher 
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