
Withington Road, Whalley Range 

Manchester M16 8FQ 

Tel 0161 226 2271 

Fax 0161 226 3418 

www.stmargaretsmanchester.co.uk 

@StMargaretsWR 

Acting Headteacher: David Hunter – d.hunter@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

Acting Deputy Headteacher: Saira Fazal – s.fazal@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 26th May 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I hope you are all keeping safe and well in these difficult times. I am writing to you today to update 

you on our current intentions to expand the number of pupils who can attend school from the 
beginning of June.  

 
On the 10th May, the Prime Minister said it was his Government’s intention to extend the opening of 

primary schools as long as a number of tests were met.  The Prime Minister indicated that from 1st 

of June pupils in nursery, reception, year 1 and year 6 could start to return to school. I can today 
outline our plans for a wider school reopening. To ensure that the school building is properly prepared 

and safe, at St Margaret’s no pupils will return to school before the 8th June. Year groups will then 
return to school in a phased way. 

 
Over the last ten weeks, school has remained open for the children of critical workers and vulnerable 

pupils. For pupils in this category, the provision will continue as it has since school originally closed 

for most pupils. 
 

The timeline for year groups returning to school will be as follows.  
 

Week Beginning Monday 8th June  
 

From Monday 8th June, pupils in year 6 will be able to return to school in 'bubbles of up to 15 pupils'.  

 
The school day will start at 8.30am and end at 3pm. It is crucial pupils arrive on time. 

 
Week Beginning Monday 15th June  

 

From Monday 15th June, pupils in year 1 will be able to return to school in 'bubbles of up to 15 pupils'. 
 

The school day will start at 8.45am and end at 3.15pm. It is crucial pupils arrive on time. 
 

Week Beginning Monday 29th June  

 
From Monday 29th June, pupils in reception will be able to return to school in 'bubbles of up to 15  

pupils’.  
 

The school day will start at 9am and end at 3.30pm. It is crucial pupils arrive on time. 
 

For each year group, school will be open from Monday to Friday lunchtime (closing between 12.30 

and 1pm). School will close on Friday afternoons to allow a deep clean of the premises.  
 

The dates for reception and year 1 pupils are subject to change. For pupils in reception and year 1, 
returning to school will be dependent on the successful reintegration of prior pupils. At the end of 

June, school will evaluate the progress regarding reintegrating pupils and decide whether it is 

appropriate to invite pupils from other year groups. At this stage, school will not be opening for pupils 
in nursery. 
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‘Bubbles’ 
 

Pupils will return in ‘bubbles’ of no more than 15 with an aim of two adults per bubble. Each bubble 
will not be exposed to any other bubble of pupils in school during the school day. Lunches will be 

eaten in classrooms and for those pupils who have school dinners these will be sandwiches. Additional 

adults from the lunchtime staff team will each join one bubble to allow staff to have a lunch break.  
 

Staggered start to the school day 
 

To ensure each bubble is not exposed to any other bubble, we will be using multiple entrances to 
the school building and a staggered start to the day. It is very important that pupils arrive at school 

on time. 

 
I understand that expanding the number of pupils who can attend school will raise many questions 

for parents particularly around safety. On the school website, in the letters section, is an additional 
document of frequently asked questions relating to the school opening for more pupils. I would urge 

all parents and carers to read this document. 

 
If you have any questions, queries or concerns you wish to discuss regarding the school reopening 

for more pupils please contact us on 0161 226 2271. Alternatively, you can email school and we will 
get back to you as soon as possible. 

 

If you have a general concern, please email admin@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 
 

If you wish to contact me directly, please email me d.hunter@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 
 

Kind regards, 
 

David Hunter 

Acting Headteacher 
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