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Thursday 4th June 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I am writing to you today regarding the provision in school for the children of critical workers and 

vulnerable pupils. Over the last eleven weeks, including during the holiday periods, school has 

remained open for pupils in these categories. In recent weeks, as more people have started to return 

to work we have seen an increase in demand for places in this provision.  

 

If you would like your child to have a place in the critical worker and vulnerable pupil provision, there 

is a process that you will need to follow. Your child must be eligible to attend. If you are critical 

worker, you are entitled to send your child to school. Pupils who qualify as vulnerable are also entitled 

to attend. To qualify as vulnerable, pupils must have an education health and care plan or the family 

must have social worker involvement.  

 

If your child is eligible to attend, then we request that by 3pm each Thursday you inform school that 

you wish to reserve a place for the following week. This will allow us to ensure we have sufficient 

staffing levels to meet demand. You can request a place by phone, email or in person if you are 

collecting pupils that are already attending school. Critical workers and vulnerable pupils have priority 

when it comes to attending school so we will guarantee your child a place in school if you follow the 

steps outlined above. 

 

Pupils who are clinically extremely vulnerable or living in a household where someone is clinically 

extremely vulnerable will not be able to attend school at this time. We recommend pupils who are 

clinically vulnerable or living in a household with someone who is clinically vulnerable should not 

attend school at this time. We ask if you intend to send a child to school and they are clinically 

vulnerable or they are living with someone who is clinically vulnerable that you discuss this with 

school when requesting a place. 

 

The school day 

 

The school day for pupils in the key worker and vulnerable pupil group will start at 8.50am and finish 

the day at 3.15pm. Pupils should enter school through the main school office entrance and be 

collected from the same point. 

 

Bubbles  

 

Pupils will be placed in bubbles of up to 15. Pupils will be placed in bubbles based on a range of 

factors. Each bubble will be isolated from the other bubbles in school. The idea of pupil bubbles is to 

prevent pupils mixing or coming into contact with other groups of pupils during the day. It will not 

be possible to move pupils between bubbles. 
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Critical worker pupils who are in a year group that is returning to school 

 

If your child is in a year group returning to school (year 6, year 1 or reception), as a parent or carer 

you will have a choice as to whether they attend the year group provision or critical worker provision. 

As a school we would prefer pupils to join their year group but recognise with school closing at 1pm 

on Fridays this may be a problem for someone who is a critical worker. Therefore, you will have the 

option of using the critical worker provision. Please note it is not possible for pupils to attend the 

year group provision until Friday and then swap bubbles. Pupils cannot move between bubbles.  

 

Attendance 

 

The government have deemed it safe for school to reopen for more pupils. We would encourage 

pupils to attend daily. We recognise that some parents and carers may only need to use the provision 

on certain days and understand at this time that you may have concerns regarding sending your 

children into school more often than you feel necessary. Ultimately, this is your choice as parents 

and carers and we will support the decision you make. 

 

Uniform 

 

Pupils are not required to wear school uniform. We would expect pupils to wear a fresh set of clothes 

each day. 

 

COVID-19 symptoms 

 

If a pupil or member of their household displays COVID-19 symptoms they must not attend school. 

Where households are displaying symptoms, we would expect people to get tested. If a pupil displays 

symptoms in school, they will be isolated in school and parents or carers will be contacted to collect 

their child. In this scenario, the expectation will be that your child is tested for COVID-19 and school 

must be informed of the test result. If a pupil in your child’s bubble displays symptoms and 

subsequently tests positive, parents will be informed and pupils in that bubble will then be sent home 

to isolate for seven days, other members of the household should isolate for fourteen days.   

 

If you have any questions regarding attending the critical worker and vulnerable pupil provision, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch using the following email addresses: 

 

Requesting a place for the following week: admin@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk  

 

Acting Headteacher: d.hunter@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

 

Yours sincerely,  

David Hunter 

Acting Headteacher 
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