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Tuesday 6th October 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I am writing to you today to update you on the latest situation in school relating to COVID-19. 
 

Since Saturday, (October 3rd) there have been five confirmed cases of COVID-19 within the school. 

The five cases have impacted nursery, year 4 and year 5. As a school, we have been working with 

the Department for Education, Public Health England, the local authority and the community test and 

trace teams. We have followed the guidance given throughout the process.  

 

I would like to take the opportunity to clarify the position relating to ‘bubbles’ and pupils being sent 

home. ‘Bubbles’ are one of a number of preventative measures we have in place to reduce 

transmission of the virus alongside: reconfigured classrooms, regular hand santising, staggered 

starts, no large gatherings, social distancing, an increased cleaning schedule across school and 

encouraging pupils to not attend school if they have or any member of their household has symptoms.  

 

Pupils are placed into ‘bubbles’ as a way of reducing contact amongst pupils in school and therefore 

act as a way to help reduce transmission of the virus if we have an outbreak of cases in schools. 

Initially, the guidance to schools was pupils would be sent home if there was a confirmed case of 

COVID-19 within a bubble. Over the last month, that guidance has been refined and we are now 

being advised to only send home direct contacts and proximity contacts. 

Direct contact:  

Face to face contact with a confirmed case for any length of time, within 1m, including: 

 

 being coughed on, 

 a face to face conversation,  

 unprotected physical contact (skin to skin) or 

 travel in a small vehicle with a case.  

 This also includes any exposure within 1 metre for 1 minute or longer 

Proximity contact:  

 Extended close contact (between 1 and 2 metres) for more than 15 minutes, with a confirmed 

case. 

As a school, we have followed the guidance given by Public Health England. This is the reason why 

in some year groups, some pupils have been required to isolate whilst other pupils have been able 

to continue to attend school. The nature of the cases in school has allowed us to be able to identify 

pupils who need to isolate whilst ensuring those who do not need to isolate can continue to attend 

school.  
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For pupils who have been isolating the following return to school dates apply: 

 

Nursery – Pupils return on Monday 19th October 

Year 4BG – Pupils return on Wednesday 14th October 

Year 5SP – Pupils return on Friday 16th October 

Year 5KB – Pupils return on Monday 19th October 

 

I wish to reassure parents and carers that my number one priority is the safety of all members of 

our school community which include pupils, parents, carers, wider family members and members of 

staff. We have introduced and continue to implement all the guidelines recommended by the 

Department for Education and Public Health England. 

 

The whole staff team are genuinely appreciative of the support you have shown us as a school over 
the last six months and the way you have supported us by following the guidance we have given. 

Your support, whether through socially distancing on the playground, adhering to the staggered 
starts, wearing masks, dropping children off at the gate or avoiding using the school office unless it 

is necessary is helping to keep us all safe.  

 
We are all aware of the faith you have placed in us by sending your children back to school in the 

numbers you have whilst following the guidance to stay home if any member of your household has 
symptoms. Throughout this term, our pupil attendance has been above the national and local average 

figures. I would like to thank you for this and wish to finish by reassuring you that despite the 
challenging circumstances we are facing in school and across the city at this moment, we continue 

to follow all the guidance given to ensure we can keep your children safe whilst providing them with 

the education they deserve. 
 

Each Wednesday evening myself and Miss Shaw are holding a weekly zoom meeting for parents 
where we will answer any questions you have relating to school in particular around COVID-19. If 

you wish to attend please email Miss Shaw – h.shaw@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

 
Alternatively if you have any questions or queries you would like answered please contact school 

either by telephone or by the email addresses at the bottom of the letter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
David Hunter 

Acting Headteacher 
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