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Monday 17th May 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope you are all safe and well. 

 

I would like to begin this update by thanking you all for the way you have continued to follow the 

preventative measures we have in place around school to help reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

Following the reopening for all pupils on March 8th there have been no confirmed positive cases of 

COVID-19 in school.  As the country moves to stage 3 of the lockdown easing on Monday 17th May, 

I would like to remind parents to continue to do the following: 

 

1. If your child or a member of your household displays symptoms of COVID-19 you should isolate 

as a family and the individual with symptoms should get a test. 

2. Continue to follow the staggered start and finish to the days, dropping off and collecting your 

children as promptly as possible. 

3. Only stay on the school playground for as long as is necessary. 

4. When entering the school playground or office area please wear a face covering. 

5. Contact the school by telephone or email where possible only visiting the school office if it is 

absolutely necessary. 

 

In school, we will continue to follow the preventative measures we have had in place throughout this 

academic year. 

 

As we move forward with the summer term there is some key information I would like to share with 

you all. 

 

Parent Governor Vacancy 

 

I would like to thank all the parents and carers who have put their names forward for the parent 

governor vacancies we have in school. In total, there are six candidates therefore there will be an 

election to select the new parent governors. I will provide further information relating to this in due 

course. 

 

After school Clubs  

 

This term, we have recommenced after school clubs. We are currently offering two clubs per week for 

each year group.  For the remainder of this half term places remain available for some clubs.  These 

can be booked for the reduced cost of £5 for the remainder of this half-term.  

 

We will continue to provide the same number of clubs after half term. To sign up for clubs after half- 

term, you will need to use SIMS Pay to book a place and pay. The cost of each club is £10 per half-

term. If you need any support using SIMS pay please contact Miss Maybury – e.maybury@st-

maragrets.machester.sch.uk or contact the school office on 0161 226 2271. Breakfast club is available 

each day for pupils. Breakfast club is available from 7.45am until 8.30am and places can be booked 

via SIMS pay. 
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Holiday Provision 

 

During the Easter holidays we successfully ran an Easter activity and food course at St Margaret’s. The 

course was very well received with both weeks over subscribed and the children attending had a great 

time. As a school, we have submitted a bid to hold a summer activity and food course at St Margaret’s 

during the summer holidays and I will provide further details in due course. 

 

School INSET Day 

 

The final INSET day of the school year will take place on Monday 7th June. 

 

Parents’ Evening 

 

Parents’ Evening will take place on Tuesday and Wednesday evening this week. We will be using a 

new program called 'School Cloud - Parents' Evening' to book and attend video calls for parents' 

evening. Parents and carers should have received an email inviting them to book a video call meeting 

with their child's teacher. From this email, parents will be directed to log in to their School Cloud 

account. You will then be able to book a slot from the available times over the two days. 

 

It is really important that school has the most up-to-date email address for parents and carers in 

order for you to be able to book appointments. If you are a parent or carer of a pupil in school and 

need to let us know about a change to your email address, please contact us by calling the school 

office on 0161 2262271 or via the contact us page on the school website. 

 

On the school website there is a step by step guide on how to book an appointment for parents 

evening. https://www.stmargaretsmanchester.co.uk/parents-evening 

 

If any parents or carers are unable to use the ‘school cloud – Parents Evening’ to book and video call 

we will be offering the opportunity for a telephone conversation with your child’s class teacher at a 

mutually convenient time.  If you have any questions or queries around parents evening please 

contact the school office on 0161 226 2271 or email Mr Goulden – m.goulden@st-

maragrets.manchester.sch.uk  

 

Traffic and Parking Issues 

 

Parking and traffic around school is a major challenge. Over the last decade, the school population 

has doubled in size, during this period the road network and capacity for parking has remained 

unchanged.  In addition to this, a significant number of people are currently working from home 

leading to the number of parked cars from residents also increasing. 

 

I have recently held meetings with local councillors, the highways agency and the police around this 

issue to discuss possible solutions to the problem. In the short term there are no simple solutions. 

The best way to reduce the amount of traffic around school would be for more families to cycle or 

walk to school. If you are travelling longer distances, I would encourage parents to park further from 

the school gates and walk part of the journey. Across school with pupils we have launched a walk to 

school initiative. 
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I would urge all parents and carers to ensure that they are following the law in terms of where you 

park your cars. Please be respectful of local residents and avoid parking in a way that avoids blocking 

driveways. Double yellow lines and the zig zag lines outside of school should not be parked on.  To 

ensure compliance in this area, traffic wardens and police community support officers will be making 

regular visits to school at peak times and they will have the power to issue fines to individuals breaking 

the law. 

 

School Crossing Patrol 

 

At the present moment, school does not have a school crossing patrol (lollipop) due to the previous 

crossing patrol being relocated to a ‘higher risk’ area. I have raised my concerns about this with the 

local authority. I would ask all parents and carers to be vigilant when crossing the road and to use the 

pedestrian crossing when crossing Withington Road. 

 

Ice Cream Van 

 

Many of you may have noticed the return of the ice cream van. As the weather gets nicer, it is fully 

understandable that parents and carers may wish to treat their children or indeed themselves to an 

ice cream. The ice cream vendor is legally entitled to sell his product under the current guidelines. 

The ice cream vendor has agreed to park his vehicle away from the school gates and this will be 

monitored by council COVID-19 marshals. I would ask all families using the ice cream van to maintain 

social distancing when queuing. 

 

If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

David Hunter 

Headteacher 

 


