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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I am emailing you regarding COVID-19 and the new academic year. 

 

Step 4 marked a new phase in the government’s response to the pandemic, moving away from 

stringent restrictions on everyone’s day-to-day lives, towards advising people on how to protect 

themselves and others, alongside targeted interventions to reduce risk. As COVID-19 becomes a virus 

that we learn to live with, there is now an imperative from the government to reduce the disruption 

to children and young people’s education - particularly given that the direct clinical risks to children 

are extremely low, and every adult has been offered a first vaccine and the opportunity for 2 doses 

by mid-September. 

The government priority is for schools to deliver face-to-face, high-quality education to all pupils. The 

evidence is clear that being out of education causes significant harm to educational attainment, life 

chances, mental and physical health. 

At St Margaret’s we will be taking a cautious approach to the lifting of restrictions. I am aware that 

many members of our school community are not vaccinated along with all our pupils. The level of 

community transmission of virus reminds high and it appears that the delta variant is more 

transmissible than previous strains of COVID-19. As we return to school from the summer break there 

are a number of changes to the government guidance from last year, I will attempt to summarise the 

changes and what the implications will be for school life at St Margaret's. 

Preventative Measures 

We will be maintain many of the previous preventative measures that were in place these include  

 

1. Ensuring good hygiene for everyone. Frequent and thorough hand cleaning is now regular 

practice across school. We will be ensuring that pupils clean their hands regularly. This can 

be done with soap and water or hand sanitiser. Hand sanitiser stations will remain in place 

around school.   

2. Respiratory hygiene The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important. 

3. We will continue to maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, using standard products such as 

detergents. An enhanced cleaning schedule will continue during the 2021/22 academic year. 

4. We will keep occupied spaces well ventilated. When school is in operation, we will ensure it 

is well ventilated and that a comfortable teaching environment is maintained. As we return in 

the autumn windows and doors should be open to allow improved natural ventilation. As the 

weather gets colder we will balance the need for increased ventilation while maintaining a 

comfortable temperature.  

5. Staff will continue to take lateral flow tests on a twice weekly basis. 

6. CO2 monitors will also be provided to all state-funded education settings from September, 

so staff can quickly identify where ventilation needs to be improved. Further information will 

be issued as monitors are rolled out. 
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The government has also launched a trial of air purifiers in 30 schools in Bradford, which is designed 

to assess the technology in education settings and whether they could reduce the risk of transmission. 

Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to 

do. They should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other 

reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, 

they are required to quarantine). 

 

If anyone in school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, we will send them home and as 

parents and careers you should follow public health advice. If any  pupils displaying symptoms in 

school they will be taken to the medical room while they wait to be collected by their parents or 

careers. 

Developing symptoms or testing positive 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 then they must stay at home and take a PCR test. If the 

test is negative and they feel better you will be able to return to work. If the test is positive you will 

be required to isolate for ten days. 

Isolation 

Pupils will no longer be required to isolate if there is a positive case in a class. The responsibility for 

identifying close contacts will no longer be the school's responsibility and as with any other setting 

positive cases will be identified by NHS Test and Trace. 

Adults working in school who have been fully vaccinated will no longer be required to isolate if there 

is a positive case in a class.  

Adults working in school who have not been fully vaccinated will still be required to isolate for 10 

days. 

Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-

19 if they are under 18 or fully vaccinated. 

Bubbles 

The government no longer recommend that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups 

(‘bubbles’). This means that bubbles will not need to be used in schools from the autumn term. As 

well as enabling flexibility in curriculum delivery, this means that assemblies can resume, and school 

no longer need to make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch. Any decision by the  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
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government to recommend the reintroduction of ‘bubbles’ would not be taken lightly and would 

need to take account of the detrimental impact they can have on the delivery of education. 

At St Margaret's we will be taking a cautious response to easing these restrictions in the autumn 

term. We will continue with staggered playtimes and lunchtimes. Beyond COVID, there have been a 

number of benefits to having less pupils on the playground or in the dinner hall at any given time. 

Pupils will be able to mix within their year group when playing outside rather than staying in individual 

class areas.   

We will only utilise the main dining hall from September and multiple year groups will access the hall 

at the same time. Where possible pupils will be kept separate in their year groups.  

Assemblies will recommence from September. Initially these will be limited to a maximum of two year 

groups at a time e.g. Y1 & Y2 or Y5 & Y6. Pupils will be separated in the hall. We will not be allowing 

parents into school for assemblies during the autumn term. There will be no class assemblies during 

the autumn term – this will be reviewed at the end of the autumn term. 

There will no longer be a requirement for classes to have pupils sat in rows front facing. Teachers will 

have the flexibility to set up their classrooms in the way they feel will best meet the needs of 

pupils. We will be continuing with a one way system around school. One stair case will remain for 

pupils and staff to walk up and the second stair case for pupils to walk down.  

Face Coverings  

Face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in classrooms or in communal 

areas. 

The government has removed the requirement to wear face coverings in law but expects and 

recommends that they are worn in enclosed and crowded spaces where you may come into contact 

with people you do not normally meet. 

The wearing of face coverings will be optional in school. I am continuing to request that parents 

continue to wear masks on the playground at collection and drop off times.  

Where possible parents and carers will be encouraged to continue to email or telephone the office, If 

parents and carers are coming into the school reception area they will be encouraged to wear a mask. 
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Start and End of the day 

School will continue with staggered starts during this academic year. Pupils in reception, year 1, year 

5 & year 6 will start at 8.30am. Pupils in nursery, year 2, year 3 and year 4 will start at 8.45am. 

Pupils in years 2 - 6 will continue to be collected from the playground each morning and dismissed 

at home time in the same way they were last year. Pupils in nursery, reception and year 1 will enter 

their building directly as they did last year. 

We will continue to offer parents the opportunity to drop off and collect their children in one visit. 

Parents and carers will not be allowed to enter the school building (outside of the office reception) 

unless invited inside by a member of staff. 

After School Provision 

We will be offering after school provision from September. There will be clubs that run until 4.30pm 

in addition there will also be the option for parents to access extended childcare provision until 

5.45pm. Pupils accessing after school clubs will be mixing with pupils from other year groups.  

Social Distancing  

At Step 4 you do not need to stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with.  We have 

throughout the pandemic seen that close contact is a way the virus can spread quickly therefore 

where possible it is advisable to maintain social distancing where possible. 

Educational Trips  

There will be no educational trips in the autumn term. Where possible staff will look at the opportunity 

for visitors or workshops to visit school as the per the school curriculum enrichment overview. 

Remote Education  

Schools are legally required to maintain capacity to deliver high-quality remote education for the next 

academic year, including for pupils who are abroad, and facing challenges to return due to COVID-

19 travel restrictions, for the period they are abroad. 

The remote education provided should be equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would 

receive in school. 

School will work collaboratively with families and put in place reasonable adjustments so that pupils 

with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) can successfully access remote education. 
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I will be holding a zoom meeting for parents and careers relating to COVID-19 on Monday 6th 
September at 6pm. During this meeting I will explain the steps we are taking in school relating to 

COVID-19 and answer any questions that parents and careers may have. 

 
If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 

David Hunter 
Headteacher  


