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Friday 15th January 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

On Wednesday, I held a zoom meeting for parents around the issue of school closure. I would like 
to thank parents who took the time to attend. I am writing to you today to provide an update with 

regards to the information shared in that meeting and to provide an update on where school is in 

relation to the school being closed for most pupils. 
 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday 4th January, school is closed to all pupils 
except those who are the children of critical workers, vulnerable pupils or pupils with an EHC plan. 

The government have indicated that they will make a further announcement on schools at half-term 

in February. 
 

At the time of writing this letter, school has offered 132 places for pupils who meet the categories 
above. Critical Workers should only send their children into school if no-one at home is able to look 

after them. Vulnerable Pupils, pupils with an EHC plan and those pupils who we feel are vulnerable 
but do not meet the criteria have been contacted by school and offered a place. You can view a 

complete list of the criteria for these groups by clicking the underlined text in blue. 

 
For those pupils not attending school, we are providing remote education. In the autumn term, the 

government passed legislation regarding remote education which stipulates the amount of work we 
should provide for pupils. This varies between three and four hours depending on the age of the 

pupil. We will provide feedback for pupils on work that they complete and upload to the remote 

education platform that they are using. 
 

We would like to acknowledge the fantastic job you are all doing as parents supporting your children’s 
learning at home. We recognise that every family’s circumstances are different and would encourage 

you to complete as much work as possible but understand that for a variety of reasons not everyone 

will complete all the work every day. We recommend as parents and carers you do what is right for 
your family on any given day. 

 
The issue of electronic devices puts pressures on families. Many families do not have a device for 

each child or unlimited internet access. We understand that this may limit what can be achieved at 
home. To support families to access remote education, we have provided over 70 devices to families. 

We have exhausted the supply of devices that we have received from the Department for Education. 

To meet the demand for devices, we are in the process of formatting school laptops to be used at 
home. To support internet access many of the major suppliers are offering increased data which  can 

support families with home learning. Vodafone have also donated data SIM cards to school but these 
require a dongle to work in a laptop. We have ordered a number of dongles and will be distributing 

these to parents as soon as possible. If you have any questions around remote education or devices, 

please contact s.fazal@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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To support families with remote education, teachers and teaching assistants will be making regular 
telephone calls to families. The adults calling will be able to offer you advice and support on any 

aspect of remote education and with more general concerns that you may have about how lockdown 

is affecting you. Support will also be offered to families around SEND, wellbeing and pastoral needs 
from staff in school. 

 
I can also provide families with an update on free school meals. The government have indicated that 

they will be shortly reintroducing the national voucher scheme. In the interim, schools have been 

advised to provide food parcels or to use a local voucher scheme. As a school, we have decided to 
provide families with local vouchers. Families should begin to receive these over the forthcoming 

days. If you have any questions around free school meals please contact: 
h.shaw@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

 
From Monday, we will be offering breakfast club for the children of critical workers only. Breakfast 

club will be open from 8am – 8.45am.  We would ask parents to only send their children to breakfast 

club if they have no other alternative childcare. Due to social distancing and staffing implications, 
breakfast club will be a reduced provision and in light of this there will be no charge to those pupils 

who attend during the lockdown period. 
 

The current period is a trying time for us all, and as a school we do not want any member of our 

school community, be it a family, parent or child to feel alone. If you find yourself struggling for 
whatever reason, school is here to support you. We have a range of staff who have expertise in 

different areas and will try and help you. If in school we do not have the skills to support your needs, 
we will probably be able to refer you to someone who can. The school website has a number of links 

to support both parents and pupils. School can also be contacted on the school telephone number 

0161 226 2271 every day between 9am and 3pm. Below are the email addresses of staff who can 
be contacted around specific issues and they will endeavour to help you the best way they can. 

 
Remote Education and support – s.fazal@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

 
Special needs learning & support – a.coleman@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

 

Welfare support – h.shaw@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 
 

Wellbeing support – Deborah.Henry@place2b.org.uk 
 

Headteacher – d.hunter@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk 

 

If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 
Stay safe and look after yourselves. 

 

Best wishes, 
 

David Hunter 
Headteacher 
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