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Wednesday 9th June 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope you are all safe, well and enjoying the recent glorious weather.  

 

COVID-19 

 

As you may know the Government has announced that whole of Greater Manchester is going to be 

designated at an Enhanced Response Area (ERA). This is the status that was given to Bolton recently 

and other areas including parts of Lancashire. The reason this is happening is because in Greater 

Manchester cases of COVID-19 are increasing and this is linked to the Delta variant of concern, first 

identified in India, which is easier to spread.  

 

There is no evidence that this variant makes the vaccines any less effective (and they have shown how 

much they reduce serious illness and hospital admission). We would encourage all members of the 

school community who are eligible for a vaccine to take up the opportunity. The main issue is how 

quickly this variant can transmit from one person to another. It is thought that delta variant spreads 

40% more easily than previous strains. ERA status will build on all the work public health teams have 

already been doing and it also means that the city should get extra support around: 

 More vaccine supply and help to give it to people 

 Military support if needed to set up any additional centres 

 Further support around COVID testing and tracing 

I would like to reassure parents that our priority in school is the safety of all members of our school 

community. There have been no positive cases of COVID-19 linked to school since February and I 

would like to thank all members of our school community for their support in following the 

preventative measures.  As a school, we are not immune to what happens in the wider community 

and members of staff from time to time are receiving notifications to isolate via the track and trace 

app. This means there may be occasions where a different member of staff is required to teach your 

child. Where possible, we are attempting to utilise our internal support staff team and ensure pupils 

work with a familiar adult. Moving forward, I would request everyone follows these preventative 

measures: 

1. If your child or a member of your household has symptoms of COVID-19 you isolate and your 

child doesn’t attend school. 

2. The individual displaying symptoms of COVID-19 should take a PCR test and the household 

isolate until the person with symptoms has received results of their COVID-19 test. If the test 

is positive all members of the household should isolate for ten days. We would request that 

you inform school immediately of any positive test results. 

3. All adults entering the school grounds should wear a face covering. 

4. Try to minimise visiting the school office and email or telephone school where possible. 

5. If your child is identified as a close contact and required to isolate you take them for a 

PCR test. This is a new requirement from Public Health England. 
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Parent Governor Vacancy 

 

I would like to thank all the parents and carers who have put their names forward for the parent 

governor vacancies we have in school. In total, there were four candidates therefore there will be an 

election to select the new parent governors. Your child should have brought home a ballot paper for 

each parent to allow you to vote in this election. If you have not received a ballot paper or are unsure 

how to vote please contact the school office on 0161 226 2271. Ballots should be returned to school 

by 10am next Wednesday. 

 

After school Clubs  

 

We are currently offering two clubs per week for each year group.  To sign up for clubs after half- 

term, you will need to use SIMS Pay to book a place and pay. The cost of each club is £10 per half-

term. If you need any support using SIMS pay please contact Miss Maybury – e.maybury@st-

margarets.manchester.sch.uk or contact the school office on 0161 226 2271. Breakfast club is available 

each day for pupils. Breakfast club is available from 7.45am until 8.30am and places can be booked 

via SIMS pay. 

 

From September (COVID-19) permitting, we will be offering wrap around care until 5.45pm each 

evening. Our aim is to provide a range of after schools which run until 4.30pm alongside a provision 

that runs until 5.45pm. In July, we will be offering taster sessions for parents and carers who might be 

interested in this option. To help us gauge the level of demand for longer term after school provision, 

if you would be interested in reserving a place at the taster sessions please contact Miss Shaw –

h.shaw@st-margarets.manchester.sch.uk  

 

We will be providing more detailed information around after school provision for next year in the 

next few weeks. 

 

Parents’ Evening & Reports 

 

Parents’ Evening took place just before half-term. I would like to thank all the parents and carers who 

participated. As a school we view your child’s personal and academic development as a two way 

process. If any parents or carers were unable to attend parents evening, please contact office and 

they will ensure your child’s class teacher contacts you to provide you with an update on how they 

are progressing. 

 

Due to the COVID-19 restrictions currently in place, it sadly will not be possible to have a report 

sharing day this year. Teachers are currently busy writing the end of year reports and these will be 

distributed to pupils to bring home in July. 
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Traffic and Parking Issues 

 

In my previous update (May 2021), I discussed the issues of parking around school. I would like to 

thank parents and carers for their positive response to my words both in your communications and 

actions. As the weather continues to improve, I would encourage families to walk to school where 

possible. 

 

On Thursday 17th June St Margaret’s will be participating in Clean Air Day where Burford Road and 

Burford Avenue will be closed. The road closure also supports what so many of you are saying about 

the safety of the roads around school. I would like to thank Parentkind who are supporting school in 

this initiative. ParentKind are in need of volunteers to be marshalls on the day. The time slots are 8.00-

9.15am and 2.30- 3.45pm. There will be provision in school for the children of volunteers during those 

times. If you are able to volunteer please email k.mcdaid@st-margarets.Manchester.sch.uk 

 

School Calendar 2021-22 

 

The school calendar with term dates and Inset days has been added to the home page of the school 

website. 

 

If you have any questions or queries related to this update or school in general please do not hesitate 

to get in touch. 

 

 

Best wishes, 

 

David Hunter 

Headteacher 
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